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Sustainable Business Role Model

SUSTAINABILITY
:

What does this 
mean?



Humanity living 

equitably within the 

means of nature.   

-Mathis Wackernagel and William Rees (1996) 





If everybody lived like an American,

we would need 5 planets…



Livingclimatechange.com





Sustainable Business Role Model

WHY?





19911991
1. Make world-class 

beers, focused 
on Belgian styles

2. Be 
environmental 
stewards

3. Promote beer 
culture

4. Have fun























INreach
Sustainability





Carbon Footprint :::: Fossil Fuel Consumption

Water Stewardship

Closing Loops :::: Eliminating Waste

Stewarding our 
Natural 

Resources



McKinsey & Company, 2009.





ADVOCACY

ACTION

Re-thinking Water UseReRe--thinking Water Usethinking Water Use





2010-2012

SaveTheColorado.org

$500,000

• Raise public awareness

• Promote conservation

• Ecological health



Waste Waste 
as as 

ResourcResourc
ee









ADVOCACY

ACTION

Brown Bottle RecyclingBrown Bottle RecyclingBrown Bottle Recycling



Glycol lines running under loading dock to melt snow



Bowling Lane Desk Tops Carpet roll legs



Energy PhilosophyEnergy Philosophy





Light Shelves

Light Tubes



A smart grid delivers 
electricity from 
suppliers to 
consumers using 
digital technology to 
save energy, reduce 
cost and increase 
reliability.

SMART GRIDSMART GRID











Solar array on Packaging Hall
• Largest privately owned array in Colorado

• 200 kW
• 263,790  kWh/yr

• 3% of total ELECTRICITY
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The Sustainable Purchasing Guidelines

Through action and advocacy, New Belgium strives to be a sustainable business role 

model, and we prefer vendors who are doing the same. The world is beginning to 

expect that providers of goods and services be accountable for the impact  of 

sourcing, making, and selling their products.  So, not only is sustainable procurement 

the ethical thing to do, it is strategically advantageous as well. We look to partner 

with companies who: 

1. Measure and minimize the environmental footprint of their operations 

and products by looking at transportation, packaging, waste, energy, toxic 

substances, water, and CO2 emissions.

2. Create a high-involvement corporate culture which values and rewards 

everyone’s contributions. 

3. Have a management system which demonstrates environmental 

commitment by setting goals and regular reporting.

4. Are working with others to improve the sustainability of their industry.
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Life Cycle Assessment:
Measuring the Carbon Footprint of a 

6-pack of Fat Tire



What is a 

“Carbon Footprint”?

The total amount of GHGs 

emitted across the life cycle 

of a product.

The carbon footprint of 1 six-pack of 

Fat Tire, in 2006, was 

3289g CO2e.





The Big Picture 
2.3%

2.3%



How does Fat Tire Compare?How does Fat Tire Compare?






